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Co-operative Inquiry

Qu: Will it work for me and my  

placement in the field? 
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Acknowledging The Traditional 

Owners 

We wish to commence this workshop by 

acknowledging the original Custodians of this 

Country. We give thanks for the way in which it has 

nurtured and sustained by its people over 

thousands of years. We pay our respects to Elders 

both past and present and future and we give 

thanks for the rich heritage of the Aboriginal people 

and families, who call this place `home’
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Aim

Present the co-

operative inquiry 

methodology

Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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History

Pioneered by Heron in 1971, and later by Reason, 

cooperative inquiry differs from research approaches 

which expect the researcher to have all the ideas, 

ask the questions, conduct observations, run 

activities and apply purely theoretical approaches 

(Reason & Heron, 2016). 

Epistemologies: Propositional, practical, experiential 

and presentational knowledge (Heron & Reason 

2008).



School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty of ArtsNicola Ivory - nivory@csu.edu.au

Research Values 

• Respect

• Belonging and citizenship

• Diversity

• Equality

• Dignity

• Solidarity and empowerment

• Social Inclusion

• Social Justice

• Social and human capital

Informed by the  AASW Code of Ethics and IFSW statement 

of ethical principles

Photo by artist Jan Stead
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Values Experience and 

Practice Wisdom

• Wonders

• Respectfully listens

• Shares power

• Challenges

• Grow

• Writes with

‘Grow’ by artist Raymond Howes



School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty of ArtsNicola Ivory - nivory@csu.edu.au

Co-operative Inquiry

(Reason & Heron, 2016; 

Short & Healy, 2017)

Phase 1:

Establish 
focus area 

and research 
team 

Phase 2:

Discuss and 
reflect on 

inquiry topic

Phase 3:

Become 
immersed in 

the topic

Phase 4:

Reflect on 
actions and 
refine focus
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Collecting Data

• Collect conversations via minutes

• Manual analysis vs computer assisted 

qualitative data analysis e.g., NVivo

• Look for key words and recurring themes

• Converse with the arts, extant literature,  

YouTube Lectures etc.

• Book - Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & 

Saldana, J. (2014). Qualitative data 

analysis: A methods source book. Los 

Angeles: Sage. – chapter outlining 

approaches to coding

• Keep it simple

Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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Challenges or risks:

• Small, purposive sample

• Blurred aims

• Busyness

• Distractions

• Like-minded group

• Groupthink

Navigate the risk:

• Acknowledge process

• Return to focus area

• Meet regularly for short            

periods

• Review minutes

• Embrace difference

• Read lots

• Seek advice

• Present at conferences

Limitations
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Collaboration

• Ongoing critical 

reflection and reflexivity

• Actively listen

• Ensure you do not lose 

sight of your greater 

purpose

• Consider all potential 

outcomes

Photo by artist Jan Stead
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Conditions for Writing

• Time

• Engage with literature

• Look for proof-readers 

who will give honest 

feedback (about 7)

• Embrace feedback

• Expect knock-backs 

from journals

• Keep positive and keep 

going
Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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Which journal? A few tips

• Review reference lists of 

papers and identify journals 

commonly used

• Read author instructions, 

look for no submission fees

• Ask a librarian for help

• Consider journals’ political 

agendas

• Consider journals’ citation 

report or ranking etc.

• Cite at least 4 references 

from the chosen journal in  

your paper
Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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Example layout of paper

Abstract

Introduction

Literature Review

Methodology

Themes

Limitations

Discussion/final comments

Conclusion

Recommendations

References
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Workshop: 

What is your 

topic? 

What is your 

research 

question?
Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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What is your timeline?
Example of a timeline. 

(Based on meeting one hour a week)

Weeks 1-2 Identify focus and research question (phase 1)

Weeks 3-4 Reflect on focus (phase 2)

Next 2 months plus In-depth discussions, action, collect 

resources, immersion into topic (phase 3)

Next 1 month Reflect on actions, refine focus, review 

materials, consider what is missing, start writing (phase 4)

Cycle repeatedly through these phases until writing task 

completed. This can take time.
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Resources

Writing tips

http://authorservices.taylorandfr

ancis.com/category/writing-your-

paper/#link5

How to write an abstract
http://services.unimelb.edu.au/_

_data/assets/pdf_file/0007/4712

74/Writing_an_Abstract_Update

_051112.pdf Photo by artist Raymond Howes

http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/category/writing-your-paper/#link5
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All the very best!

Photo by artist Raymond Howes
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